[Current status and future directions of gemcitabine in the treatment of non-small cell lung cancer and pancreatic cancer].
New agents with high anti-tumor effects have been developed since 1990. Monotherapy with one of these agents, gemcitabine, was confirmed to be as effective as the standard chemotherapy regimen against NSCLC, and to have a lower toxicity profile. In addition, the combination of gemcitabine plus cisplatin can be expected to show a survival advantage. The combination therapy consisting of these two new anti-cancer agents is expected to show effectiveness equal to that of platinum-based combination chemotherapy. Gemcitabine is well tolerated, so that it can be a useful treatment for maintaining QOL among the elderly or in poor performance status patients with NSCLC. Considering that this agent is also effective against pancreatic cancer, further investigation for efficacy against other cancers is warranted.